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First
International

Conference
held

The first international conference of acid survivors was
held on 12 May 2009 at Dhaka's Engineers’ Institute. Acid
survivors and delegates from Pakistan, England, Liganda
and Cambadia attended the conference. About 500 acid-
bumt women and children attended from Bangladesh.

This conference adopted the resolution to put a stop to
acid violence in Bangladesh by 2015, The gowarnmeant
sought help from lawyers, judges, the media and the
people to make this resolution successful. The male
members of the society were also urged to stand against
acid violence,

Social Walfare Minister Enamul Hug Shaheed, while
Imaugurating the conference as the chief guest, sald: "“The
government had approved 8 75-crore teka project to
rehabilitate the acid survivors.” He added the governmeant
wiould run a survey to find out the number of acid victims
and their status.

The conference, divided in four stages, began with a rally at
Bam from Institute of Fine Arts. The inauguration was held
at 10am. It concluded at 4pm following four working
group waorkshops at 12pm.

Home Affairs Minister Advocate Shahara Khatun, while
speaking as chief guest at the concluding session, said: "We
dan't want to see any more faces burnt with acid.”

She continued: "We have directed the police to be tough
on ackd viclence. If necessary, we'll engage our full strength
to uproot acid violence from the socieny.”
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Executive Director of Acid Survivors
Foundation (ASF] Monira Rahman
sgid incidents of acid viclence are
declining dee to wide media
coverage, social campaign and
introduction of stringent laws to
pumnish acid throwers.
Twenty-two persons wene reported
as victims between 1 lanuary and
30 April 2008, OF them, 12 were
wornen, nine men and one child
This came at ASF's press briefing in
National Press Club, Monira Rahiman
said this while announcing the
schedule of acid survivors’ first
international conference scheduled
tomorrow at Dhaka's Enginesrs Institute with participants from
Pakistan, Uganda and Cambodia.

“50 far, we have provided financial assistance to about 2,000 acid
survivors gut of identified 3,000 victims in last 10 years,” Monira Rahman
noted,

She informed that the government has formed a high-powered
manitofing committes to overses the cases filed against offenders and
to ensune legal support for victims,

ASF Acting Chairperson Parveen Mahrmed said working skills will mot
only bring finandial independence for acid survivors, but will also boost
them psychologically. She also underscored the need for raising mass
awarenass to combat acid viedenoe,

Acid viglence takes place in many countries but Bangladesh was the
first to act against it, she noted. She also sought cooperation from the
rredia to make the upcoming conference a success,

ASF Trustee Board Member A K. Masood Ahmed said the objective of
the foundation i to make Bangladesh free of acd violence by 2015.
Amaong others, ASF Acting Treasurer Farzana Rahim, ASF Trustee
member Ov, Khalilur Rahman & Survivors Representative Asma Akiar
also spoke on the oocasion,

!’

She sald some of the acld viclence cases were belng delayed up to 10
years, althowgh the law says a case has to be resalved by 90 days. She
Iinfarmed that the government has formed a monitoring team to take
mecessary action after knowing the status of the cases.

Comvened by Add Surdvors Foundatlon's (ASF's) Acting Chalrperson
(Present Chalrperson) Parveen Mahmud, British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Stephen Evans, Prothom Alo Editor Motlur Rahman, CIDA's
Head of Development Corporation Robert Beddie, Unicefs chief of Child
Protecthon Sectlon Rose Anme Papavro, plastic surgeon Dr Ronald
Willlam Hyles, ASF's Founder Executive Director Dr. John Mosrison,
Executive Director of Manuesher Jonne Shaheen Anam, Cambodlan
delegate Or. James Godall, Uganda's Durin Ayerorl, Pakistan’s Samina
Maaz and ASF's Executive Director Monira Azhman also spoke at the
conference.

Human rights acthvist Late Masreen Hug and Awarml League's former
women affairs secretary Late vy Rahman were given posthumous
awards. ASF's Founder Executive Director Dr. John Maorrison, plastic
surgean D Aonald Willlam Hyles and BRAC Bangladesh were specially
honaured for thelr contribution in thelr fight against acid violence n
Bangladesh.

“Dhaka Declaration® was prepared with proposals from two past
conferences in Dhaka and this conference.

Dhaka Declaration proposed for creating employment o acld survivars
according to thelr skills, training, providing Interest-free soft boans,
Introducing essays against ackd violence In textbooks and running
campalgn for radsing public awareness.
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Hanorable Mindster Me. Ensmul Hague Mostafs D, John Marrisan, Chaspersan M. Shabeen A
Shahid, Ministry of Socisl Weldare Acid Survivors Trust Irrbernationsl (AST), UK Executive Director, Manusher kanna Foundation
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